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What is “N'maharashi” (Ryukyu horse racing)?
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N'maharashi is a traditional style of horse-racing in Okinawa which existed around 300 years,
from the days of Ryukyu Dynasty, to pre-WWII. This type of horse-racing was very unique, in which
the horses are judged not only by their speed, but also for their beauty of pacing.

This relationship between humans and horses drastically changed through the war, and the eco-
nomic development which followed after. The Okinawan native horses were originally very small, but
had enough endurance to carry around people, luggage and stocks, and help squeeze juice out of
sugarcanes. However, the number of horses declined when people began using horses for military
purposes during the war. The development of transport, and logistic technologies, also lead to the
decline of these horses. Thus, accordingly to the diminish of the number of the horses, this unique
culture of N'maharashi was totally lost from this island after the final competition in Naha City.

Okinawa Zoo and Museum has been playing an important role in restoring native livestock animals
including the horses with the cooperation of local people. Finally, for the first time in 70 years, we
succeeded in the revival of N'maharashi in 2013.
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Judgement Standards for “N'maharashi” - You get to be a judge!
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Riders and their horses compete against each other for their unity, and their beauty of pacing.
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“Galloping” or “Cantering”, which are considered
the fastest ways of running will not be considered ‘qualified’.
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Today we have 4 judges on stage, each with 1 voting point. There will
also be 1 point from the audience! Please raise your flag; red or white
(of a paper fan) for the one you think were better at the above 4 standards.
Then the majority will earn a point. A
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You can get the judging flags (paper fans) at the General Information (see the map on the back cover).

The number of flags are limited, so come and get them quick!
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Umanchu Tournament - Races for Experienced Riders
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Warabaa Tournament - Races for Kids and Beginners
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Shi-No-Ichiban (Final) - Races of the Top Riders from Four Regions
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Introduction of the Horses and Participating Organizations
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